APPENDIX 8

Police Risk Assessment/decision-making guide

Consider all the questions below in order to structure enquiries and to assist in determining the level of risk

	Investigative consideration 


	Details and circumstances
	Person giving the information

	Is the person vulnerable due to age or

infirmity or any other similar factor?


	
	

	Behaviour that is out character is often

a strong indicator of risk; are the

circumstances of going missing different

from normal behaviour patterns?


	
	

	Is the person suspected to be subject

of a significant crime in progress eg

abduction?


	
	

	Is there any indication that the person

is likely to commit suicide?


	
	

	Is there a reason for the person to go

missing?


	
	

	Are there any indications that

preparations have been made for

absence?


	
	

	What was the person intending to do

when last seen eg going to the shops

or catching a bus and did they fail to

complete their intentions?


	
	

	Are there family or relationship

problems or recent history of family

conflict and/or abuse?


	
	Police risk assessmt cont’d

	Are they the victim or perpetrator of

domestic violence?
	
	

	Does the missing person have any

physical illness or mental health

problem?


	
	

	Are they on the Child Protection

Register?


	
	

	Previously disappeared and suffered

or was exposed to harm?


	
	

	Belief that the person may not have

the ability to interact safely with others

or an unknown environment.


	
	

	Do they need essential medication

that is not likely to be available to

them?
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