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P R E S E N T E D  B Y

How new technologies and remote 
connections are influencing online 
child sexual abuse



Å8bØob ^ not -for profit child protection 
organisation .

ÅWe identify images and videos showing 
the sexual abuse of children, wherever 
they are found on the internet. We then 
work with partners and law enforcement 
globally to have them removed.

Å'lo øý vb^op tbØsb dfsbk mblmib ^ p^cb 
place to report child sexual abuse imagery, 
anonymously Õnow in 50 countries.

Å More than 190 global technology 
companies make up our membership.

Who we are



Our Members
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Finding child sexual 
abuse imagery Crawling 

We use technology to automatically crawl 
from site to site looking for known content. 

Report Remove 
Children can report to us, via Report 
Remove, an IWF & Childline partnership. 

Child Abuse Image Database (CAID) 
8bØsb tlohba tfqe qeb )ljb 0ccf`b ql 
assess and hash (create digital fingerprint) 
2 million of the worst child sexual abuse 
images found by UK law enforcement 
from CAID. 

We continue to use CAID daily to upload 
images, intelligence and for victim 
identification work.

Public reports 
We take public reports in the UK and from our 
50 international portals. 

Proactive 
Our analysts proactively search all public areas 
of the internet including forums and the dark 
web; their experience and expertise means they 
know where criminal content is exchanged. 



Every one and a half 
minutes, IWF analysts 
assess a webpage. 

Every two minutes , that 
webpage shows a child 
being sexually abused.



reports included child sexual abuse 
images/videos where children are often
groomed/coerced/exploited online Õ
Ùpbic-dbkbo^qbaÚ

199,363

Reports were confirmed to contain images 
or videos of children suffering sexual abuse

255,588 As each report contains 
at least one, and 
sometimes thousands 
of images, this equates 
to millions  of criminal 
images removed from 
the internet.

Scale of the 
problem in 2022
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96% 
of the reports showed girls 
(242,989)

2% 
of the reports showed boys 
(6,253)

of the reports showed both sexes 
(4,016)

A small number 
were unidentifiable.

2% 

In 2022

Sex of victims over 10 years



2022 reports by age breakdown
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North America
41,464 Reports | 16%

South America
6 Reports | 0%

Africa
60 Reports | 0%

Europe 
(Including Russia & Turkey)

167,809 Reports | 66%

Asia
45,048 Reports | 18%

Australasia
16 Reports | 0%

Grand Total:
255,571 | 100%

Hidden Service:
1,067 Reports | 0%

Report Remove:
101 Reports | 0%

Location of content 2022



ÅThe UK hosts a small 
volume of  online child 
sexual abuse content.

ÅSince 2003, UK hosting 
is less than 1%. 

Å In 2022 this figure was 
just 0.25%.

ÅAll 16 companies 
whose services were 
abused were not  IWF 
Members.

Fastest removal time

3 Minutes

The UK hosted 0.25% of all 
child sexual abuse URLs 
which IWF identified in 2022

UK-hosted child sexual abuse: 2022



The Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse (IICSA)

In the UK, the IWF sits at the 
heart of the national response
to combating the proliferation of 
indecent images of children.

It is an organisation that deserves to be 
publicly acknowledged as being a vital part of 
how, and why, comparatively little child sexual 
^_rpb j^qbof^i fp elpqba fk qeb 6,ÁÚ

Professor Alexis Jay



The capturing of activities 
while there is no abuser 
physically present in the 
room with the child

×4bic-dbkbo^qbaØ
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78,589
0 85,349

19,698 94,252
38,424

85,369
68,000

Total number of actioned reports
Abuser  present vs ÙSelf-dbkbo^qbaÚ 



We found that sexual imagery created of 
children when they are online, often in the 
prmmlpba ×p^cb pm^`bpØ lc qebfo _baolljp¾ klt 
accounts for almost four in every five reports.

69,913
182,281

56,208
199,363



Vulnerabilities
-the child is never to blame*

Å Key stage of sexual development (amplified 
feelings of anxiety, sensitivity + vulnerability, 
curiosity + riskier behaviours);

Å Popularity ÕÙifhbpÚ orib¿

Å#bifbsb fqØp grpq ^ d^jb Ç pljb crk¿

Å Naivety about the honesty of others & a 
misplaced confidence in themselves;

Å Special educational needs increase 
vulnerability;

Å Having use of an internet-enabled device 
with a camera. 

*Informed by research by BritainThinks on behalf of IWF, 2019



Tactics observed 
by our analysts

Å×4`^qqbodrkØ i^odb slirjbp lc obnrbpqp

ÅApply pressure / persuasion  / coercion 

ÅEncourageqebj fkql ^ Ùe^ojibpp d^jbÚ

Å Tell them how beautiful / pretty / grown 

up they are

ÅShow them recordings of other children 

alfkd pbur^i ^`qfsfqfbp ql ×normaliseØ fq ql 

their victim.

Hey, fancy doing a challenge? 

what kinda challenge?

Offenders will:

https://emojipedia.org/zipper-mouth-face/


Building resilience to the threat of self -generated 
sexual abuse of children, thereby reducing the 
number of incidences. Phase IV:

1. To raise awareness of the risks toLGBTQ+ young 
people in particular, including male identifying 
young people and girls aged 11-13. Help them 
recognisethe actions of offenders, feel empowered 
to block, report & tell someone they trust. 

2. Providemore positive actions for parents and 
carers to take to prevent their child becoming 
a victim of this type of abuse.

3. Campaign to run for 6 weeks starting on 9 February 
Õending w/c 20 March .

Funded by IWF. Supported by Snap and TikTok with ad credits.

Prevention& Protection campaigns
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Home Truths
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Home Truths

Follow the T.A.L.K checklist:

Talk to your child about online 
sexual abuse.

Agree digital boundaries.  

Learn about online platforms 
your child loves.

Know how to use tools and 
safety settings.

Å1^obkqpØ obplro`b lk jf`olpfqb 
with conversation starters.



@robertjdouglas_
(14.7K followers on Instagram)

@powerthoughtsnc  
(19.4K followers on Instagram)

@someone_s_mum 
(37K followers on Instagram)

@annikisommerville 
(19.8K followers on Instagram)

Parent content creators



Parent content creators

Compilation film



Gurls Out Loud
Block. Report. Tell someone you trust.

Å To help girls spot the signs of grooming / 

coercion. 

Å Series of educational social content. 

Å&jmltbofkdÀ fkpmfoba _v tljbkØp 

marches, climate change protests and 

Me Too movement.

Å Social influencer content.

Å Places of support signposted on microsite.

gurlsoutloud.com



Social content examples
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Gurls Out Loud



Influencer content

We worked with 25 social media influencers 

who created content on their TikTok and 

YouTube channels to support the campaign

Tallia Storm Caitlin and Leah



@itsmillyevans 
(10.2K followers on Instagram 
400K on TikTok!)

@dillonkr_
(3.8K followers on Instagram, 
90K on TikTok!)

Young digital creators

@disabled_eliza 
(89.9K followers on Instagram, 
73.3K on TikTok)



Good quality 
conversations

One good quality conversation about 

online grooming and online sexual abuse 

can make all the difference to both 

parents/carers and daughters.

Å It breaks down barriers to future conversations. 

Å 1^obkqp telØa ^iob^av pmlhbk ql qebfo a^rdeqbop 
were more confident their daughter would 
speak to them if a problem arose.

Å Daughters who had been spoken to were more 
open to the possibility of their parents talking to 
them again.



Sexually coerced extortion

Blackmail, involving the exploitation 
of nude, explicit or sensitive images of 
videos to coerce victims to share more 
explicit imagery or paying to prevent 
further sharing.




